
hello great bend families!
Welcome to another week of fun musical learning. This 
week our Sound Scholars are going to explore the musical 
alphabet. Did you know that there’s more than one 
alphabet song? This one is very short. Music borrows 7 
letters from the alphabet and we are going to learn all about 
it and more this week. 

 Be sure to check Seesaw activities and use our helpful 
resources section of this newsletter. If you have any further 
questions, comments or concerns, please reach out!
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THIS WEEK IN SOUND SCHOLARS™:

objectives:
MUSIC STAFF: 
TREBLE CLEF  
AND PITCHES

• Otter Pod:  
What is the  
Treble Clef?

• Seal Pod: What is the Treble 
Clef? What are the note names 
on the music staff?

• Porpoise Pod: What is the Treble 
Clef? What are the note names 
on the music staff? What are the 
outer-lines of the Treble Clef? 
World Music: Asia continued.

seesaw activities:
• Comment or interact with 

another student’s video or 
activities on Seesaw.

• Submit a Musical Show & Tell: 
make a video, draw a picture, or 
write about something musical in 
your life!

helpful resources:
• Student Infomation Page: 

greatbendmusic.org/students

mailto:teachers%40greatbendmusic.org%20?subject=
http://greatbendmusic.org/students


HIGHKEY KIDS™ WEEK THREE IN REVIEW: 

This past week in HighKey Kids™ classes, the students deepened their musical  
knowledge and vocabulary with concepts old and new. The students are also inching closer  
to bigger projects and final performances. Here are some of the standouts from week three of classes:
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• Video Game Music: Students 
were given a challenging  
and creative activity with  
the Mario Paint Composer  
that related music to level  
design in video games. The  
activity was based off of the  
popular board game Dix-It,  
where players pick surreal  
images that match up best  
to imaginative prompts given  
by other players.

• Digital Audio Production: 
Based on student interest, 
our digital audio class kicked 
off our dubstep project with 
a song analysis of Skrillex’s 
“Scary Monsters and Nice 
Sprites”. By the end of the 
project, students will have 
their own fully formed  
dubstep composition 
complete with heavy bass  
and noisy samples.

• Group Piano & Group  
Piano Jr: Students learned 
about the way a harpsichord 
plucks the strings in our 

“pianos of all sorts, shapes, 
and sizes” themed activity 
this week. Our Group Piano 
class learned about a 6/8 time 
signature, while the Group 
Piano Jr. class trained their 
fingers with challenges based 
on a five note scale (C-D-E-F-G). 

• Songwriting: A poetry 
workshopping session helped 
students hone their lyrical 
abilities, while progressing 
closer to setting pitches and 
melodies to the words. In 
addition, students completed 
their first song analysis by using 
musical vocabulary to describe 
a song by Pacific Northwest 
indie-rock band Ramona Falls.

• Ukulele: Class ukulele took 
things back to basics this 
week with another review 
of strumming patterns, a 
fundamental concept that 
can always be honed and 
refined by any level of uke 
master. Coming soon is our 
collaborative song project!

helpful resources:
To kick off each digital audio 
class this term, we will be 
drawing from a curated playlist 
that celebrates some of the best 
music producers in the industry. 
Special attention is given to Black 
female producers for their often 
undervalued contributions to the 
electronic music scene (some 
studies point to the number of 
Black female music producers in 
the industry at 1% or less). Here 
are some highlights:

• In 1979 Sylvia Robinson 
helped produce Sugarhill 
Gang’s “Rapper’s Delight,” 
the first rap/hip-hop song to 
achieve mainstream popularity 

• The production duo Nova Wav 
has helped create hits for big 
names, including Beyonce’s 
soundtrack to the newest  
Lion King movie 

• The modern electronic 
producer Jlin creates some 
of the wildest and glitchiest 
music on the planet 

ALBUM ART (FEATURING PRODUCERS REFERENCED IN HELPFUL RESOURCES ), FROM JLIN, BEYONCÉ, & SUGARHILL GANG

mailto:teachers%40greatbendmusic.org%20?subject=
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/music/story/2020-08-18/beyonce-nova-wav-black-female-producers
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/music/story/2020-08-18/beyonce-nova-wav-black-female-producers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKTUAESacQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O4Acl1n-rU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O4Acl1n-rU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xMrgsT0kU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xMrgsT0kU4

